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Why Membership?  

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”  

       – 1 Corinthians 12:27  

 

As Christians, we are members of the body of Christ. A healthy body requires that each 

member does its part well. A healthy church requires the same: members who are sacrificially 

committed and well-equipped to do the works of service that God has prepared in advance for 

us to do.1 We are also being built into God’s household2 and are called to function as a holy 

priesthood.3 Village Church holds its members in high regard; we expect them to lead as 

missionaries of the gospel to the culture. God, in his sovereignty, placed us in this city, among 

these people, at this time for a reason.4 Being a member of Village Church is about being part 

of a family. All members are disciples of Jesus, unified by their identity in Christ.5 This unity is 

expressed in the way they love God, fellow Christians, and non-Christians. Members who 

enter into a covenant with their local church are called to a higher degree of responsibility and 

service. At the same time, the elders and deacons are covenanted to assist members: to love 

and lead, provide counsel and aid, and pray for, teach, and guide them.  

 

1. Ephesians 2:10; 4:12  

2. Ephesians 2:19 

3. 1 Peter 2:4-12 

4. Acts 17:26-27  

5. Ephesians 4:1-7  

 

Until the relatively recent past few if any Christians in Northern Ireland openly questioned the 

importance of being a member of a local church.  That has changed.  Increasingly Christians 

are questioning the role and relevance of the church in their lives.  Many still attend church 

services and activities, although that number appears to be in rapid decline.  But in today’s 

fast moving free-choice culture the practice of making a clear commitment to membership of 

one particular church seems to many to be rather old-fashioned, unnecessary and perhaps 

even lacking in clear biblical support.  

 

Establishing the facts from history 

 

On the Day of Pentecost, when Peter gave his first public explanation for the new thing that 

God was doing in the world through Christ and through the Holy Spirit, (see Acts 2) it was very 

clear to the crowd present that a response was required. Either they stood with the corrupt 

generation that had conspired against the Son of God and had murdered him.  Or they stood 

with Jesus, were baptised in his name and became part of the new community he was forming 

by his Spirit.  There was no middle ground. 

 

So, with many words, Peter strongly pleaded with his listeners to ‘save themselves’ – that is 

to stand clear of the world that rejected Jesus and to identify with the Messiah.  Those who 

responded positively (around 3,000) were baptised and were ‘added’ to the community of 

Christ’s followers that numbered some 120 people that already existed in Jerusalem.  And as 

a community they devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to breaking 
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bread together and to corporate prayer.  They also associated socially with one another, taking 

their meals together and sharing with one another as anyone had need.  

 

A new corporate identity 

 

Those are the facts.  A brand new community was started.  It was made up of all those who 

believed that Jesus was the Son of God.  To believe in Jesus was to become a part of this 

new community.  The idea that a person could publicly confess Jesus as Messiah, be baptised 

in his name and yet abstain from joining with his or her new spiritual family in Jerusalem would 

have made no sense for at least three reasons.  First, it would have been a contradiction of 

their new spiritual identity.  Second, it would have put in danger their growth and development 

as new believers.  Third, it would have greatly weakened the public, collective witness of the 

church. 

 

First, the question of spiritual identity. To trust Christ was to receive the Spirit; it was to be 

baptised in the Spirit into the Body of Christ.  It was therefore to receive not only a new 

individual identity but a new corporate identity.  These first believers had not only become 

members of Christ, as Paul later would put it, they had become members of one another.  

They shared in the same spiritual life. To abstain from expressing this new identity in practice 

would in effect be a denial of its reality.  

 

Second, the question of personal growth and nurture in the faith.  The new believers needed 

teaching.  They needed an opportunity to learn more of Jesus and to gather with other 

believers to remember Jesus in the way he had commanded: by taking bread and wine 

together.  They needed the encouragement and strengthening of each other in a hostile 

culture. Some were far from home and needed hospitality.  Others were finding themselves 

increasingly ostracised from family and friends. They needed the compensation and support 

of the new family that Jesus brought into existence through his cross and the coming of the 

Spirit.  

 

Third, the question of their witness to Jesus.  The risen Christ had entrusted them with the 

privilege and responsibility of joining with the Holy Spirit in bearing witness to Jesus as the 

unique Son of God and only Saviour of the world.  It was a corporate mission.  Indeed the new 

corporate reality of the church was part of the good news and its communication.  The Gospel 

reconciles people not only to God but to each other.  Their task was not only to proclaim the 

message but to live it out practically as a community within their local culture.   

 

A distinctive people 

    

It can be safely said that church membership – in terms, for example, of submission to the 

authority of the spiritual leadership and teaching of the Apostles, in terms of participation in 

prayer, Breaking of Bread, meeting together and in terms of sharing their lives (including their 

goods) together – was there right from the beginning. 

 

This membership was not a hidden, private matter.  It was very public.  From the very 

beginning they had had to stand out from the crowd and identify with Jesus by being baptised 
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in his name. They publicly associated with the Apostles and with one another.  The Christians 

were a distinctive group. 

 

One sad incident illustrates how important their distinctiveness was. One couple pretended 

that they were as genuinely devoted as the others.  Like many they sold a piece of property 

and claimed that in their devotion to Christ they were giving the entire proceeds of the sale for 

the benefit of the church.  But it was a lie.  They were pretending to a spiritual devotion that 

they did not have.  God intervened and exposed them in a very public way.  Both of them lost 

their lives as a result of their hypocrisy.   

 

Now this is not the normal response to hypocrisy!  So why did God take it so seriously?  

Because once people found out that what at first sight looked like genuine spirituality was 

actually a sham, it would call into question the authenticity of the whole enterprise, the nature 

of the ‘spirit’ that was actually at work and threaten their entire witness.  Luke tells us that the 

effect of this incident and God’s dramatic intervention was to deter mere hangers on.  People 

who might otherwise have been tempted to associate with the Christians did not dare do so in 

case their lack of genuine faith and commitment to Christ were exposed.  

 

The church and the churches 

 

As we read through the rest of the New Testament the evidence that believers in Jesus, or 

followers of The Way as they were sometimes called, formed distinctive local churches is 

overwhelming.  Believers not only belonged to the church in the sense of the ‘universal church’ 

made up of all believers everywhere; they also belonged to a particular local church.   

 

For example, there was a church in Ephesus.  It had its own team of elders or leaders.  Paul 

also describes them as shepherds responsible for a flock that had been entrusted to them by 

the Lord himself.  Shepherds need to know who is in their flock.  Sheep need to know who 

their shepherds are.  There was an outside and an inside to the church, as Paul explained as 

he warned the elders of looming threats to the young church’s progress and unity. 

 

In addition, the church at Ephesus is interesting because it had an official list of widows who 

were entitled to financial support from the church.  Whether it also kept an actual list of 

members we do not know.  

 

The particular case of church discipline 

 

The importance of clarity when it comes to knowing who is in the church and who is not is 

highlighted by an incident in the church at Corinth.  In 1 Corinthians 5 we read of a situation 

of gross immorality in the church that shocked even the generally unshockable and very liberal 

Greeks.  The man in question was completely unrepentant.  So Paul gave instructions for his 

removal from the church.   

 

This action assumes clarity about who is in the church and who is not.  The instruction to expel 

an individual makes no sense if there is nothing from which to be expelled. Later the person 

was to be admitted back into fellowship which again makes no sense if there is no defined 
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fellowship to go back to. Corrective discipline assumes that there is an identifiable 

membership of which a person is a recognised part.  

 

Some objections 

 

Some will say that while they recognise that as Christians they are spiritually part of the church 

– that is the universal church made up of all genuine believers everywhere - they have no time 

for church in the practical, local sense.    

 

However, how consistent is it to claim to love Christ and yet not to love in any real sense the 

church which he loves and for which he died?  That would be on a par with the Peanuts cartoon 

character who famously stated: “I love mankind; it is people I can’t stand.”  How consistent is 

it to claim to follow Jesus and yet find no room for the church he established?  How consistent 

to claim to want to grow as a believer and yet to deny some of the most important provision 

for that growth that God has provided? 

 

Not everyone goes to the extreme of isolation.  Many are happy to associate at least to some 

extent with other believers they know. Church for them is hanging out with Christian friends.   

 

This is certainly better than isolation.  But it doesn’t come anywhere close to the New 

Testament principles or practice we have outlined.  And there are huge spiritual dangers 

involved in effectively creating a church in our own image.  For our own spiritual health and 

growth, we need the accountability that comes with submission to the spiritual authority of 

biblical elders; the discipline of regular gathering for teaching, for breaking of bread, for praise 

and prayer with others who might not necessarily otherwise be in our circle of friends; the 

responsibility of using the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given us to build up a group of fellow 

believers.  

 

There are still others who are prepared to identify with a particular local church, but they are 

not prepared to take the step of joining it.  To formalise membership by, for example, doing a 

membership class and signing a membership covenant, is, they claim, not biblical.  Is it not 

enough to be a genuine believer in Christ and to demonstrate commitment to a local group of 

believers through, for example, regular attendance at gatherings, participation in serving and 

financial giving?   

 

Such commitment is excellent and greatly to be encouraged!  And often the reality is that 

some, who are not members in any formal sense of a church show far greater commitment 

than some who are.  In addition, there is no command anywhere in the New Testament that 

explicitly states that a church must have a formal membership.  Having said that at Village we 

believe it is entirely in keeping with New Testament practice and principles we have outlined.  

We also believe that having a formal membership is the best and most practical way for us to 

seek to capture the meaning of being a committed member of a local church.  And we believe 

that having formal church membership is necessary in the spiritual and cultural context in 

which we find ourselves in Northern Ireland.  

 

In our own context 
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We have become increasingly convinced that church membership is an important practical 

and even radical way of standing against certain harmful and spiritually dangerous trends in 

our culture.   

 

First, the growing confusion as to the nature of authentic Christian faith and spirituality.  

Second, the widespread relational dysfunctionality and breakdown of the family.  Third, the 

general cynicism towards authority.  Fourth, the primacy of individual choice and freedom 

especially regarding morality and the absence of almost any kind of accountability.  Fifth the 

supremacy of a personal rights mentality over a much healthier personal responsibility 

mentality.  

 

These trends and more make it increasingly important, in our view, to have a distinctive 

membership that has made a formal commitment both to the beliefs and practices of the 

church and to the authority and spiritual discipline of its elders.   

 

Being practical 

     

Contexts and cultures differ.  That there was a distinctive church to join or in rare cases from 

which to be expelled in the New Testament seems to us to be very clear.  But how this was 

organised practically is wisely not prescribed.  As with many aspects of local church the 

practical details are left to each local church and its leadership to work out.  And this is where 

another important principle comes into play: respect for the spiritual authority in the church.  If 

this is the church you believe you should be part of then you will respect the authority of the 

elders.  If you can’t respect and follow their authority in church matters – including in the 

practical matter of membership - then it would be much healthier for you and for the church to 

find another spiritual home where you can respect the leadership.  

     

At Village we don’t assume that people are members because they attend church activities or 

give financially.  We invite each person who would like to consider Village as his or her spiritual 

family to make a positive formal commitment to membership by following a simple process 

that we have established.   

       

The actual membership process involves two main steps.  First is our membership class – 

Intro to Village – which runs twice each year and which is a requirement for membership.  We 

want people to know what we believe and what we do – and why we believe and do it!  In 

addition we want to ensure that each potential member understands and believes the Gospel.  

Second, we invite each person who has completed Intro to Village to discuss membership 

with one of our elders and to sign the member’s covenant.  The covenant is not only a helpful 

and practical way of marking the decision to commit, it is also a very useful document in that 

it sets out what the new member is actually committing to and clarifies the responsibilities of 

membership. This helps in the fight against nominalism – i.e. being on a membership roll but 

not participating in the life of the church.  It is also a very useful reminder to all members of 

the life that is expected of us.  

    

Upon acceptance into membership and on the basis of our member’s covenant, we formally 

welcome each new member at our Weekend Gathering. 
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What if it all goes wrong? 

     

What often lies at the core of reluctance to commit to one particular local church is the fear 

that it might all go badly wrong – often coupled with unpleasant and hurtful personal 

experience. 

 

The reality is that things are bound to go wrong!  Consider the 7 churches in the early chapters 

of Revelation: how many were outstanding churches? Few, if any.  Yet the risen Lord loved 

them and was committed to the long and painstaking process of changing them from flawed 

and ragged churches into the staggeringly beautiful bride companion of the Son of God we 

see at the end of Revelation. 

    

Churches can go so badly wrong that the ‘lamp stand’ of their witness is removed: they may 

continue to meet, to organise, to fulfil at least some of what their members say they need, but 

they lose their ability to shine any true light in the world and eventually merge with the 

contemporary culture and cease to have any distinctive existence.  It is tragic when that 

happens.  And yet the church survives and multiplies as the Gospel spreads.  It is God’s idea, 

not ours.  

 

We are all deeply flawed.  The fact that problems arise in church life should not surprise us, 

even if it disappoints us.  It no more means that church is a ‘bad idea’ than difficulties in family 

life mean that families are a bad idea.  When flawed people get together the potential for 

problems increases!  But so does the potential for good things.  And learning to cope with the 

weaknesses of others as well as our own weaknesses is one of the major ways in which God 

prepares us for his ultimate purposes of sharing in the government of the world to come.     

 

This is not the final story – it is just the introduction: real life has not yet begun. 

 

 

 

 

Statement of Faith  

God’s gospel originates in and expresses the wondrous perfections of the eternal, 

triune God  

We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a 

loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having 

limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to 

redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory.  

 

God’s gospel is authoritatively revealed in the Scriptures  

We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through 

the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error 

in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate 

authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavour should be judged. 

Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in 

all that it promises.  
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God’s gospel alone addresses our deepest need  

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by 

Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from 

God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 

reconciled and renewed.  

 

God’s gospel is made known supremely in the Person of Jesus Christ  

We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two 

natures. Jesus—Israel's promised Messiah—was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born 

of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from 

the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest 

and Advocate.  

 

God’s gospel is accomplished through the work of Christ  

We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the 

cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious 

resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation.  

 

God’s gospel is applied by the power of the Holy Spirit  

We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He convicts 

the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptised into union with 

Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips 

and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.  

 

God’s gospel is now embodied in the new community called the church  

We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God's grace through 

faith alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which 

He is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership should be 

composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are not the means 

of salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and 

nourish the believer.  

 

God’s gospel compels us to Christ-like living and witness in the world  

We believe that God's justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power and 

purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live out our 

faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for the oppressed. 

With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, we are to combat 

the spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are to make disciples 

among all people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and deed.  

 

God’s gospel will be brought to fulfilment by the Lord Himself at the end of this age  

We believe in the personal and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of Christ, 

at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, 

motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.  

 

God’s gospel requires a response that has eternal consequences  
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We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him 

in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead 

bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious 

separation from God and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy in the presence of the 

Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen.  

 

 

Village Values 

 

We seek to develop a culture of  

 

CHURCH AS FAMILY 

Too often the church is considered an institution instead of a family. It was never meant to be 

an event simply attended, but an invitation into a life of divine belonging. In family life you don't 

just consume, you give. Families are never perfect, but we believe relational differences 

provide an opportunity to grow and become more like Christ. We are committed to sharing our 

lives in Christian community, caring for one another, discipling one another and resolving 

conflict. 

 

PRAYER & DEPENDENCY 

Being created by God in His image, and restored to the Father through Jesus, we are 

committed to being the people God calls us to be, by depending on Jesus. We want prayer to 

be both a regular community discipline, and an impromptu response to needs and 

opportunities. We recognise our natural instinct is to be self sufficient and therefore commit to 

a life dependent on the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

WORD DWELLING AMONG US 

Our commitment to scripture is what makes the church unique to every other type of 

community in the city. We believe that God reveals Himself primarily through scripture, and 

that we are to be a people who not only hear it, but are shaped and moulded by it. We will not 

act on the basis of tradition, habit or pragmatism without reflection on the scripture. We will 

not see Bible teaching as an end in itself, but as that which must shape our thinking and 

action.  

 

SPIRITUAL HONESTY & AUTHENTICITY 

We want Village to be a place where it's ok to be honest about where we are spiritually without 

any need to pretend. Doubt is best explored within the security of family life. We want to build 

an environment where we wrestle with difficult issues, and see them resolved in the hope of 

the Gospel. We want to offer a sense of belonging and be communities of grace in which 

people can be open and vulnerable. We will not let our welcome be dependent on adherence 

to any cultural norms not demanded by the Gospel. 

 

 

GOSPEL INTENTIONALITY 

Throughout the New Testament we read of the early church being guided in the ways of 

Gospel-based relationships. Over and over again there is a language of 'one another': love, 
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accept, strengthen, confess to, admonish, etc. This language shows us the importance of 

being deliberate with each other in living out the Gospel in our lives. 

 

SACRIFICIAL LIVING & GENEROSITY 

In understanding the abundant, sacrificial generosity of God, we want to be a community who 

are generous with our whole lives. This includes time, resources, talents, abilities, money and 

more. Jesus calls us to live a life of radical difference. In a world marked by consumption, we 

are seeking to build a community of counter-cultural generosity. 

 

MISSION THROUGH COMMUNITY 

In Matthew 28 Jesus sends his disciples with authority to show people what true life looks like. 

They weren't called to do it individually; but as a community. We are committed to 

communicating the Gospel message in the context of a Gospel community. We want people 

to experience church as a network of relationships rather than just a meeting you attend or a 

place you enter. 

 

RECONCILIATION & RENEWAL 

In Christ Jesus we are in the business of seeking His Kingdom which is one of redemption 

and restoration. The Gospel is not just about soul saving, but whole-life redemption. God IS 

making all things new. Present tense. Village is seeking to be a part of that story, and 

passionately believe this is Good News! Good news for this island, for Belfast, and our local 

neighbourhoods In a unique city where peace isn't taken for granted, where consumerism is 

becoming the religion of the masses, and where identities and relationships are unclear, we 

believe Jesus Christ is where new life is found. 

 

GRACE 

In understanding the full and immeasurable extent of God's grace on our lives, we want to 

show grace beyond our limits. At Village we are seeking to develop a culture of grace upon 

grace. It is in this grace that we truly understand the love of God and also realise that the path 

of a disciple is a path towards healing, wholeness and holiness.  

 

PURSUING JESUS 

King Jesus is at the centre of everything we do at Village. It is all we have to offer. The day 

that we stop pointing toward, and pursuing Jesus is the day we are done. Our lives truly begin, 

and end with Jesus. We want to build a culture which orientates around this reality as we 

encourage each other to pursue Jesus with all we have. 
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The Constitution of Village Church 

 

ARTICLE I - NAME 

The name of the church shall be VILLAGE CHURCH 

 

ARTICLE II – STATEMENT OF FAITH 

Village Church is an autonomous church with these theological convictions: 

 

God’s gospel originates in and expresses the wondrous perfections of the eternal, 

triune God 

1.  We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing 

in a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from 

eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory.  

 

God’s gospel is authoritatively revealed in the Scriptures 

2.  We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, 

through the words of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is 

without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and 

the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavour should 

be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all that it 

requires, and trusted in all that it promises.  

 

God’s gospel alone addresses our deepest need 

3.  We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted 

by Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, 

alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus 

Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed.  

 

God’s gospel is made known supremely in the Person of Jesus Christ 

4.  We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in 

two natures. Jesus-Israel’s promised Messiah-was conceived through the Holy Spirit and 

born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose 

bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

as our High Priest and Advocate.  

 

God’s gospel is accomplished through the work of Christ 

5.  We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the 

cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious 

resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation. 
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God’s gospel is applied by the power of the Holy Spirit 

6.  We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 

convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptised into 

union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, 

guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.  

 

God’s gospel is now embodied in the new community called the church 

7.  We believe that the true church comprises all who have been justified by God’s grace 

through faith alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of 

Christ, of which He is the Head. The true church is manifest in local churches, whose 

membership should be composed only of believers. The Lord Jesus mandated two 

ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which visibly and tangibly express the 

gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in 

genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer.  

 

God’s gospel compels us to Christ-like living and witness in the world 

8.  We believe that God’s justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power 

and purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to 

live out our faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for 

the oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, 

we are to combat the spiritual forces of evil. In obedience to Christ’s commission, we are 

to make disciples among all people, always bearing witness to the gospel in word and 

deed.  

 

God’s gospel will be brought to fulfilment by the Lord Himself at the end of this age 

9.  We believe in the personal and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of 

Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed 

hope, motivates the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.  

 

God’s gospel requires a response that has eternal consequences 

10. We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to 

Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise 

the dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and 

eternal conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the 

Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen. 

 

ARTICLE III – PURPOSE 

The purpose of this church shall be to glorify God; it will be a community of Christ-followers 

who understand that the city and their spheres of influence are their mission field. They will 

be trained and equipped to be faithful disciples of Jesus, and to live out the Gospel for the 

sake of God’s glory.  

 

ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP 

Any person shall be eligible for Membership who professes faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as 

their personal Saviour and Lord and whose character, conduct, and reputation by God’s 

grace, conform therewith; and to promote our unity and purpose as a church, who agrees to 

abide by and support this Constitution and the Bylaws of this church. 
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Members must be committed to unity and harmony in the church. An important expression of 

our unity is common belief of the Statement of Faith in Article II of our Constitution which 

sets forth our central doctrinal convictions.  

 

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS 

The oversight of this church shall be vested in the Elders, who will serve as the Board of 

Directors. The procedure for appointment of Elders and other Officers of this church shall be 

specified by the Bylaws. The qualifications, terms of office, authority, and duties of Elders 

and other Officers shall be set forth in the Bylaws.  

 

No person who is not a Member of this church shall be an Elder, another Officer, or the 

leader of any organisation created within this church. 

 

ARTICLE VI – MEETINGS 

Village Church shall hold public meetings and services as it may decide. The Bylaws shall 

specify the frequency and procedure for Members Meetings, including arrangements for 

special meetings when necessary to handle urgent matters of business that may arise 

between regular meetings.  

 

ARTICLE VII - STANDING 

Under the headship of Jesus Christ this church shall remain free and independent, its own 

highest authority and conduct its business through its Members Meetings. The church shall 

cooperate with the Acts 29 Network by sending delegates to conferences, by supporting 

church planting and foreign missions, and by uniting in any mutual efforts for the furtherance 

of the Gospel as the church itself may officially decide. 

 

ARTICLE VIII - PROPERTY 

If division occurs in the church (which God forbid), the name and all property are retained by 

those adhering to this Constitution. 

 

If the church ceases to function and its organisation is dissolved, the property shall return to 

Glenabbey Church to enable it to renew the work or use the values thereof for further gospel 

ministries. 

 

ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be amended by a three-fourths majority vote of the Members present 

in person at any Members Meeting providing that notification of the proposed amendment is 

made to the Members in writing at a Members Meeting at least two months prior to the 

meeting.  

 

ARTICLE X – PROVISION FOR BYLAWS 

Village Church shall provide Bylaws for its government and administration. They shall not 

conflict with the Word of God or with this Constitution. 

 

Bylaws of Village Church Belfast 
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Article I: Members 

 

Section 1. Overview 

The Membership of Village Church shall consist of persons who confess faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and Lord, who give evidence of regeneration by a life 

consistent with their profession and with the views of faith, doctrine and practice of this 

Church and who have been received into its Membership according to the Bylaws of this 

Church. 

 

Section 2. Qualifications 

Any person confessing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour from sin, giving evidence of 

repentance and regeneration, and subscribing to the Statement of Faith and the 

Membership Covenant found in Appendix I of these Bylaws may submit application to 

become a member.  

 

Members must be committed to unity and harmony in the church. Important expressions of 

our unity are common belief of the Statement of Faith in Article II of our Constitution which 

sets forth our central doctrinal convictions and Article IV of our Constitution which sets forth 

Membership. 

 

Section 3.  Responsibilities 

The Members of Village Church are responsible for the ministries of Village Church. As such, 

they will: 

 

Submit to the authority of the Elders, esteeming them highly in love (Heb. 13:17; 1 Thess. 

5:12-13). 

 

A Pray for the church, its members, its leaders, and its ministries. 

 

B Refrain from slander.  

 

C Support the church sacrificially in service and finance. 

 

D Faithfully attend the services and meetings of the church. 

 

E Live a life that is reaching toward holiness and turning from sin. 

 

F Be responsible to: 

i. Welcome new members 

ii. Affirm Elders (Article II, Section 4) 

iii. Affirm the Lead Pastor (Article III, Section 4) 

iv. Affirm annual budget 

v. Affirm changes to the Constitution and Bylaws 

vi. Affirm purchases of real property 

 

Section 4. Installation 

To become a member one must: 
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A Complete and submit an Application for Membership 

 

B Attend the Membership Class taught by an elder 

 

C Be interviewed by an elder 

 

D Be welcomed and prayed for by the Members in a Members Meeting 

 

Section 5.  Meetings 

A There will be an annual Members Meeting as well as additional meetings 

scheduled as need arises with notice given in worship gatherings for at least two 

Sundays prior to the meeting.  

 

B Pastors and Elders will present reports and the budget for affirmation by the 

Members at the annual Members Meeting.  

 

C Special meetings of the Members may be called for any purpose by the Elders, or 

the Lead Pastor.  

 

D A quorum for any meeting of the Members shall be one-third of the Members. A 

majority vote of the voting Members present shall be determinative of all decisions, 

unless otherwise provided in these Bylaws. No voting by proxy is permissible.  

 

E All Members Meetings shall be conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order, 

Revised, unless otherwise provided by the Bylaws or the chairman of the meeting. 

 

F An elder designated by the Elders shall preside at Members Meetings, yielding the 

chair to such other Members as he may deem proper for the business being 

considered. 

 

Section 6. Accountability/Discipline 

A Church Discipline. The threefold purpose of church discipline is:  

i. to glorify God by maintaining purity in the local church (1 Corinthians 5:6) 

ii. to edify believers by deterring sin (1 Corinthians 5)  

iii. to promote the spiritual welfare of the offending believer by calling him or her 

to return to a biblical standard of doctrine and conduct (Galatians 6:1). 

 

B Members of Village Church who err in doctrine, or who engage in conduct that 

violates Scripture as determined by the Elders, shall be subject to church 

discipline. Each potential case of discipline will be judged on its own merits and 

dealt with according to the following Scriptural examples: 

i. When a Christian sins against another Christian (Matthew 18:15–22) 

ii. When someone is a gossip (Proverbs 16:28; Proverbs 20:19; 2 Corinthians 

12:20–21) 

iii. When someone who professes faith lives in sin without repentance (1 

Corinthians 5:1-13) 

iv. When someone continually blasphemes God (1 Timothy 1:18–20) 
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v. When a Christian sins and is unrepentant (Galatians 6:1–5) 

vi. When someone encourages false doctrine (Acts 20:25–31; 1 Timothy 1:4–

7; 1 Timothy 4:1–8) 

vii. When someone is a habitual doctrinal debater (2 Timothy 2:14–26) 

viii. When someone will only listen to false teachers (2 Timothy 4:1–5) 

ix. When someone is sincere but deceived (2 Corinthians 11:3–4, 13–15) 

x. When a teacher is in moral sin or doctrinal error (James 3:1) 

xi. When an elder is in moral sin or doctrinal error (1 Timothy 5:19–21) 

  

A Members of Village Church are not guaranteed confidentiality regarding issues of 

church discipline, and understand that in submitting themselves to the authority of 

the church, issues of a sensitive or personal nature may become known to others. 

This includes, but is not limited to, notification of the authorities if a crime has been 

committed or if a real threat of someone being endangered exists (Romans 13:1–

7), as well as other violations of Scripture that may not result in physical danger. 

 

B Any member under discipline may be suspended or dismissed from the church by 

the agreement of the Elders. The full dismissal of a church member may be made 

known to all church Members. If the offence is not a publicly known matter the 

Elders have the discretion to determine if the member’s discipline should be made 

known to the entire church (1 Corinthians 5:1–5).  

 

C A person dismissed from Village Church for disciplinary reasons may be reinstated 

to full membership if the person’s repentance is accepted as genuine by the 

Elders. The Elders may present the person for reinstatement to the Members at 

any meeting.  

 

D Each member of this church agrees that there shall be no appeal to any court 

because of a discipline process or dismissal. A member who is under discipline by 

the church, as defined in the previous paragraphs, waives the right to resign from 

Village Church except by approval of the Elders. Resignation is possible only by a 

member who is in good standing and who is not under any disciplinary action. 

 

E Anyone participating in any activities of Village Church is subject to the authority 

of the Elders of Village Church in matters pertaining to their involvement and 

participation in the life of the church. 

 

F Only Members in good standing may be married on or utilising any church 

property, or be endorsed by the church. Village Church’s pastors and Elders 

reserve the right to deny personal involvement or participation in any wedding, 

whether within or outside the church. 

 

Article II: Elders 

 

Section 1.  Overview 
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Two significant terms appear in Scripture regarding those who are to lead the church: 

episcopos and presbuteros - that is, overseer and elder respectively. The terms episcopos 

and presbuteros are indicative of church leaders, and are essentially interchangeable.  The 

role of Elders is defined by Paul, speaking with the Ephesian elders, as shepherds to the 

church of God (Acts 20:28). The senior leadership of Village Church shall be vested in the 

Elders, men who are both paid and unpaid Pastors and Elders who follow the leading of 

Jesus who is the Senior Pastor (1 Peter 5:1–4). The Elders will serve as the Officers and the 

Board of Directors of Village Church. To be considered as an elder, a man must have been 

called by God into leadership at Village Church (Acts 20:28) and be a man of the highest 

Christian character according to the qualifications of Scripture (1 Timothy 3:1–7; Titus 1:5–

9).  

 

Section 2.  Qualifications 

 

A The Scriptural standards as set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9; 

i. Relation to God 

a. A man – masculine leader 

b. Above reproach – without any character defect 

c. Able to teach – effective Bible communicator 

d. Not a new convert – mature Christian 

ii. Relation to Family 

a. Husband of one wife – one-woman man, sexually pure 

b. Good father 

c. Manages family well – provides for, leads, organises, loves 

iii. Relation to Self 

a. Temperate – mentally and emotionally stable 

b. Self-controlled – disciplined life of sound decision-making 

c. Not given to drunkenness – without addictions 

d. Not a lover of money – financially content and upright 

iv. Relation to Others 

a. Respectable – worth following and imitating 

b. Hospitable – welcomes strangers, especially non-Christians for 

evangelism 

c. Not violent – even-tempered 

d. Gentle – kind, gracious, loving 

e. Not contentious – peaceable, not quarrelsome/divisive 

f. Good reputation with outsiders – respected by non-Christians 

 

B The candidate’s sense of God’s call and desire to serve (1 Timothy 3:1; 1 Peter 

5:2). 

 

C Completion of training and mentoring as determined by    the 

Elders. 

 

Section 3. Responsibilities 

A The Elders must competently and consistently accomplish the biblical duties of an 

Elder/Pastor which include: 
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i. Prayer and Scripture study (Acts 6:4) 

ii. Ruling/leading the church (1 Timothy 5:17)  

iii. Managing the church (1 Timothy 3:4–5) 

iv. Caring for people in the church (1 Peter 5:2–5) 

v. Giving account to God for the church (Hebrews 13:17) 

vi. Living exemplary lives (Hebrews 13:7) 

vii. Rightly using the authority God has given them (Acts 20:28) 

viii. Teaching the Bible correctly (Ephesians 4:11; 1 Timothy 3:2) 

ix. Preaching (1 Timothy 5:17) 

x. Praying for the sick (James 5:13–15) 

xi. Teaching sound doctrine and refuting false teachings (Titus 1:9) 

xii. Working hard (1 Thessalonians 5:12) 

xiii. Rightly using money and power (1 Peter 5:1–3) 

xiv. Protecting the church from false teachers (Acts 20:17–31)  

xv. Disciplining unrepentant Christians (Matthew 18:15–17) 

 

B The Lead Pastor will be responsible to hire and fire staff members, accountable to 

the Elders for staffing decisions. For the policy on the Lead Pastor see Article III, 

Section 4. 

 

Section 4.  Installation 

A The man must be a member in good standing at Village Church who has 

demonstrated the calling, character, and competency of an elder. 

 

B The man must make his desire to become an elder known to one of the Elders 

and be interviewed by the Lead Pastor for approval. 

 

C If accepted as an Elder Nominee, the man will then undergo a period of training 

and testing.  

 

D Training, prior to becoming an elder, will include whatever is deemed necessary 

to enhance the Elder Nominee’s understanding of an elder’s responsibilities as 

outlined in Scripture.  

 

E Upon completing his training and testing process, the man must be approved by 

all Elders without objection to be introduced to the church Members as an official 

Elder Candidate. 

 

F If approved as an Elder Candidate, Members of Village Church will be notified 

that he has met the criteria of an elder. Anyone in or out of the church having a 

concern regarding the man’s qualifications to lead as an elder will have four 

weeks to notify the Elders, who can investigate the matter to determine if there is 

any reason to disqualify the man. 

 

G If the Elders do not find any reason to reject the man as an official elder, and if 

there are no objections to his installation from any elder, the man will be installed 

by the laying on of hands and prayer in a public service. 
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Section 5. Organisation 

 

A The Lead Pastor shall function as the first among equals. It is the duty of the 

Lead Pastor to help lead the Elders and the rest of the church in effectively 

obeying God’s leading as revealed in Scripture.  

B The Elders shall appoint a Treasurer, Deacons and all committees (along with their 

respective chairs) as needed and delegate authority and responsibility as 

appropriate.   

 

C The number of elders will be determined by the Elders themselves as qualified 

men are available and needed for church leadership.  

   

Section 6. Accountability/Discipline 

 

A Each elder will be reviewed by the Elders after every third year of ministry 

 

B Each elder will be presented to the Members for reaffirmation after every sixth 

year of ministry. He must be affirmed by at least 75% of Members present and 

voting at a Members Meeting. 

 

C Elders are expected to maintain the highest standards of leadership.  An 

accusation against an elder will only be considered if it is based on the written 

testimony of at least 2 witnesses and relates to sin (1Tim. 5:19-21). 

 

D If an elder is charged with failure to uphold appropriate standards, an 

investigation will be pursued. If concerns are not adequately resolved, he shall 

be admonished by the Elders and may be suspended and/or dismissed by a 

majority vote of the Elders. If an elder is placed under church discipline, the 

procedure as outlined in Article I, Section 6, will be followed. However, dismissal 

of the Lead Pastor shall proceed according to Article III, Section 6. 

 

Section 7.  Staff Pastors 

 

A Paid Elders shall be considered staff pastors. 

 

B All Pastors shall be Members and Elders of Village Church.  

 

C All Pastors shall be reviewed by the Elders annually. However, they will not be 

subject to Members reaffirmation. 

 

D All pastors other than the Lead Pastor shall be directly subject to the authority of 

the Lead Pastor and accountable to the Elders. 

 

E For details on the Lead Pastor see Article III. 
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Article III: Lead Pastor 

 

Section 1. Overview 

The Lead Pastor shall function as the first among equals. It is the duty of the Lead Pastor to 

help lead the Elders and the rest of the church in effectively obeying God’s leading as 

revealed in Scripture.  

 

Section 2.  Qualifications 

A. The Scriptural standards as set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 as listed 

above in Article II, Section 2. 

 

B. The candidate’s sense of God’s call and desire to serve (1 Timothy 3:1; 1 Peter 5:2). 

 

Section 3.  Responsibilities 

In addition to the responsibilities outlined for the Elders in Article II, Section 3, the Lead 

Pastor shall: 

A Have the authority to schedule guest speakers or other events or to approve the 

use of church property, consulting as appropriate with the affected Deacons or 

the Elders. 

 

B In keeping with his calling and his office, he shall have the authority to take any 

action in an emergency or other situation where, in his judgment, prompt and 

decisive action is necessary, reporting such action to the affected Deacons or 

the Elders. 

 

C He shall be the principal spokesman for the church in the community. 

 

D He shall participate with the Elders in exercising oversight over the church, and 

all references in these bylaws to the oversight of the Elders shall be construed, 

as appropriate, to include the Lead Pastor. 

 

E He shall have the authority to call meetings of the Members or of the Elders and 

to propose action to be taken at such meetings (whether or not called by him). 

 

F He shall be an ex-officio member of all boards and committees and shall have 

the authority to call meetings of any such board or committee and to propose 

action to be taken at such meetings (whether or not called by him). 

 

Section 4. Relationships 

A The Lead Pastor shall first be responsible to the Lord, who is the Head of the 

church and source of all its authority (Ephesians 1:20-23; 4:11-16) and to whom 

all must give an account (Romans 14:12). 

 

B With respect to the exercise of his responsibilities as a pastor, the Lead Pastor 

shall be accountable to the Elders. 
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C The pastoral staff and church office staff shall be accountable to the Lead 

Pastor. 

 

Section 5.  Installation 

A The Elders may form a team to search for a Lead Pastor candidate if such a 

team is needed. 

 

B The Elders will present only one candidate for Lead Pastor before the Members 

at one time.  Another candidate shall not be officially considered by the Members 

until a decision has been made concerning the one already before the Members. 

 

C At a Members Meeting, a notice of such meeting and its object having been 

made known to the entire Membership at least two weeks prior, the members 

must affirm the man to be Lead Pastor. Affirmation must be by three-fourths of 

the voting Members present. 

 

D Upon being called, the Lead Pastor will be installed and commissioned by laying 

on of hands and prayer in public service 

 

Section 6.  Accountability/Discipline 

A Accusations against the Lead Pastor shall be considered by the Elders only if 

supported by the written testimony of two or more witnesses. If the Elders 

determine that he has erred in doctrine or conduct, they shall admonish him. If 

the error continues, the Elders shall present the matter to the Members. (I 

Timothy 5:19-21). 

 

B The Lead Pastor may be suspended from all active ministry duties at any time by 

a majority vote of the Elders.  

 

C If it is deemed necessary to remove the Lead Pastor, the Elders may bring a 

recommendation to the Members for which at least two weeks' prior notice of its 

object has been given. Sixty percent of the Membership shall constitute a 

quorum at such a meeting. Affirmation of the Elders’ motion by three-fourths of 

the Members present will remove the Lead Pastor.  

 

D If the Lead Pastor desires to resign, written notice must be given at least three 

months in advance of the termination date, unless waived by mutual consent.  

 

 

Article IV: Deacons 

 

Section 1.  Overview 

Deacons are officially commissioned servants of Village Church.  While this can be a formal 

office in a church (1Tim. 3), it should also be the goal of every believer to serve God’s 

people. Scripture affirms the priesthood of all believers (Rom. 5:1-5; 1Pet. 2:9). There are 

also many gifts within the Body of Christ that are essential to its proper functioning (1Cor. 

12:12ff.)  It is the job of the Elders to give direction, teaching, and leadership to the body of 
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believers. The Deacons exist to serve the church and the body of believers. Men and 

women can serve as Deacons (cf. Rom. 16:1). 

 

Section 2.  Qualifications 

The Elders may appoint men and women as needed to serve as Deacons. Deacons must be 

Members in good standing and evaluated by the Scriptural standards for Deacons as set 

forth in 1 Timothy 3:8-13.  

 

Section 3. Responsibilities 

Deacons shall be assigned responsibility and authority for specific interests of the Church as 

deemed appropriate by the Elders. Terms of service will be determined by the Elders. The 

Deacon who gives oversight to the finances of the church shall be called the Treasurer. 

 

Section 4. Accountability/Discipline 

Deacons will be directly accountable to the Elders who oversee them. 

 

 

Article V: AMENDMENTS 

 

These Bylaws may be amended at a Members Meeting provided that the proposed 

amendments have been sent to the Members twenty days in advance and notice given from 

the pulpit on the two Sundays previous to such meeting.  Amendments must be passed by a 

two-thirds affirmation of the voting Members present. 

 

Appendix I – Membership Covenant 

 
Doctrinal Statement 

 

- I agree with the Doctrinal Statement of Village Church. 

 

- I understand the importance of submission to church leadership and will be diligent to 

preserve unity and peace; I will adhere to Village Church’s position on primary 

theological issues, and I will not be divisive over secondary issues (Eph. 4:1-3; Heb. 

13:7, 17). 

 

- I agree that the Bible is the ultimate doctrinal authority on all matters (Is. 55:11; 1 Cor. 

15:3-4; 2 Tim. 3:15-16; Heb. 4:12). 

 

Personal Statement of faith 

 

- I believe Jesus Christ, fully man and fully God, died as the ultimate sacrifice for me 

and rose again. He is my Lord and Saviour (Isa. 53:6; Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 

22:70; John 4:25-26; 6:29; 8:58; 11:25-27; 14:6-7; 15:5). 

 

- I have repented of my sins and have been made a new creation in Christ (1 John 1:9; 

2 Cor. 5:17). 
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- As a child of God I have been saved from the eternal wrath of God by faith alone in 

Jesus Christ alone. It is by the death and resurrection of my Lord and Saviour Jesus 

that I am assured of eternal life (John 3:16-18; Rom. 3:23-26). 

 

- I am living my life as a follower of Christ, laying down my own passions and desires to 

follow Him (Luke 9:23-25).  

 

Commitments of Village Church to its members 

 

- We covenant that your Elders and Deacons will meet the criteria assigned to them in 

the Scriptures (1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:17-22; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4). 

 

- We covenant to seek God’s will for our church community to the best of our ability as 

we study the Scriptures and follow the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-5). 

 

- We covenant to care for you and seek your growth as a disciple of Christ, in part by 

equipping you for service (Eph. 4:11-13) and praying for you regularly, particularly 

when you are sick (James 5:14). 

 

- We covenant to provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture (Acts 20:27-

28; Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17-18). 

 

- We covenant to be on guard against false teachers (Acts 20:28-31). 

 

- We covenant to exercise church discipline when necessary (Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5; 

Gal. 6:1). 

 

- We covenant to set an example and join you in fulfilling the duties of church members  

(1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12). 

 

Commitments to Village Church as a member 

 

- I have read and understood the Village Church doctrinal statement and will not be 

divisive with regard to its teaching.  

 

- I will submit to the authority of Scripture as the final arbiter on all issues (Ps. 119; 2 

Tim. 3:16-17). 

 

- I will submit to the authority of the leaders of the church, esteeming them highly in love, 

and will be diligent to preserve unity and peace (Eph. 4:1-3; Heb. 13:7, 17; 1Thess 

5:12-13). 

 

- I will maintain a close relationship with the Lord Jesus through regular Bible reading, 

prayer, fellowship, and practice of spiritual disciplines. My relationship will be evident 

through my participation in weekly worship services, communion, involvement in a 
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Village Church Missional Community, service, and a life that glorifies Jesus (Ps. 105:1-

2; Ps. 119:97; Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:23-25; 2 Peter 1:3). 

 

- I will steward the resources God has given me, including my time, talents, and treasure 

(Prov. 3:9-10; Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 5:22-26; Eph. 4:1-16; 5:15-18). This includes regular 

financial giving, service, and participation in community that is sacrificial, cheerful, and 

voluntary (Rom. 12:1-8; 2 Cor. 8-9; 12:7-31; 1 Peter 4:10-11). 

 

- I will not function in leadership or as a member in another church family (Heb. 13:17). 

 

- I will submit to discipline by God through his Holy Spirit, to follow biblical procedures 

for church discipline in my relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ, to submit 

to righteous discipline when approached biblically by brothers and sisters in Christ, 

and to submit to discipline by church leadership if the need should ever arise (Ps. 

141:5; Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:1-5; 2 Cor. 2:5-8; Gal. 6:1-5 8; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 2:25; 

Titus 1:9; 3:10-11; Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 2:5-7, 14-25). 

 

I agree, by God’s grace, to walk in holiness as an act of worship to Jesus Christ, who has 

saved me from my sin that I could live a new life (2 Cor. 5:17), to live daily in such a way that 

is pleasing to the Lord through the controlling power of the indwelling Holy Spirit (Col. 3:1-17; 

Rom. 6:11-14; Acts 5:41-42).  

Believers should strive to put certain attitudes and actions to death while stirring and 

stimulating love and good deeds through the Spirit. Below are a few examples of actions 

addressed in the Scriptures: 

 

I will practice complete chastity unless married and, if married, complete fidelity within 

heterosexual and monogamous marriage. Complete chastity and fidelity means, among other 

things, that regardless of my marital status, I will pursue purity and abstain from sexually 

immoral practices such as adultery, premarital sex and pornography (Romans 13:11-14; 1 

Corinthians 6:15-20, 1 Corinthians 10:8; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 

13:4). 

 

I will seek to preserve the gift of marriage and agree to walk through the steps of marriage 

reconciliation at The Village Church before pursuing divorce from my spouse (Matthew 19:1-

12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11; for the role of the church in the process 

of divorce, see Paul’s concern for the resolution of legal matters within the assembly of the 

church in 1 Corinthians 6). 

  

I will refrain from illegal drug use, drunkenness, gossip and other sinful behaviour as the Bible 

dictates (Romans 1:28-32; Romans 13:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:18; James 3:3-

18).  

 

I will refrain from such activities that the Scriptures would deem foolish (Romans 14:14-23). 

 

Should I sin I agree to confess my sins to Christian brothers or sisters and seek help to put 

my sin to death (Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5; 1 John 1:6-10). 
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I commit to participate in the mission of Village Church as a diligent, faithful disciple of Jesus. 

I commit that my identity will be in Him, my worship will be for Him, my fellowship will be 

through Him, and my interaction with the culture will be for His glory. 

 

I understand that this covenant obligates me to the members of Village Church and is an 

acknowledgment of my submission to the Elders of the church. I accept the responsibility to 

notify Village Church leadership if at any time I can no longer commit to this covenant or if I 

have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding Village Church. 

 

  

_______________________________  _____/_____/_____ 

Signature of Applicant     Date 

 

 

 

_______________________________  _____/_____/_____ 

Signature of Village Elder             Date 

 

 

 

_______________________________  _____/_____/_____ 

Signature of Missional Community Leader        Date    
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Membership Application 
Contact Info  

Name:  

Email address:  

Occupation:  

Marital Status:  

( ) not married  

( ) married – Date married __________  

( ) widowed ( ) divorced  

Family members living with you: (Include relationship, and include birth date of children).  

  

  

  

  
Phone: 

Mobile: 

Date of Birth:  

Employer:  

Church Background  

Have you been baptised?   When?  

Are you presently a member of another church?  

If so, which church?  

Church Address:  

 

List churches in which you have held membership within the past ten years.  

Church:        City: 

Church:          City: 

Church:         City:  
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When and under what circumstances did you receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour and 

Lord?  

 

 

 

 

 

What is the basis of your salvation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How has your faith in Christ affected your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you want to join Village Church?  
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Having put my faith in Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour and Lord, and desiring to be 

united with his people, I hereby apply for membership in this church.  

 

_____________________________                        _____/_____/_____ 

Signature of Applicant    Date  

 

 

_____________________________                        _____/_____/_____ 

Signature of Village Elder        Date 

 

 

_____________________________                        _____/_____/_____ 

Signature of Village Elder    Date 
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