


Day Form (“formless”) Day Fill (“void”)

1 

2 

3

Light (vv. 3-5) 

Expanse (vv. 6-8) 

--Sky 

--Seas 

Dry Land (vv. 9-10) 

Vegetation (vv. 11-12)

4 

5 

6

Lights (14-19) 

Inhabitants (vv. 20-23) 

--Fish 

--Birds 

Land Animals (vv. 24-26) 

Humanity (vv. 27-31)

Day 7: Divine Rest/Sabbath (2:1-3)



Genesis 2:8,15

8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the 
east, and there he put the man whom he had 
formed… 15 The LORD God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work it (לְעָבְָדּה) and 
keep it (ּולְׁשָמְָרּה). 



Genesis 3:22-24

Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has 
become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, 
lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of 
life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD 
God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the 
ground (לַעֲבֹד) from which he was taken. 24 He drove 
out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he 
placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned 
every way to guard (לִׁשְמֹר) the way to the tree of life.



The Garden of Eden: The 
Archetypical Sanctuary

• Gardens were associated with temples in the ANE. 

• Divine rest was associated with temple building in the 
ANE. 

• The Lord ‘walks’ in the garden as in later sanctuaries (Gen 
3:8 Lev 26:12; Deut 23:15; 2 Sam 7:6-7). 

• When used together, the terms ‘work’ and ‘keep’ (Gen 
2:15) recall the duties of the priesthood (Num 3:7-8; 8:26; 
18:5-6). 

• Eden is entered from the east and is guarded by cherubim 
(Gen 3:24; Ex 35:18-22; 36:31;1 Kings 6:23-29).



The Garden of Eden: The 
Archetypical Sanctuary

• The river flowing from Eden is similar to the river that flows from 
the temple in Ezekiel 47:12. 

• Eden was on a mountain. Temples were associated with ANE 
Temples (Ezekiel 28:13-14) 

• Gold and Onyx are used in both the Garden of Eden and later 
sanctuaries (Gen 2:11-12; Ex 25:7, 11, 17, 31). 

• The tree of life is possibly symbolized by the tabernacle lampstand 
(Gen 2:9; 3:22; Ex 25:31-35). 

• The cosmos is created through six speeches by God, culminating 
in the Sabbath. The tabernacle was established after seven 
speeches by Moses, culminating in the Sabbath (Ex 25:1-30:10; 
30:11-16; 30:17-21; 30:22-33; 30:34-38; 31:1-11; 31:12-17).



Source: L. Michael Morales, Who Shall Ascend the Mountain of the Lord?: A Biblical Theology of the Book of Leviticus. New Studies in Biblical Theology, 
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2015. 





•Promised land, seed, and 
blessing (Gen 12; 15; 17; 
22) 

•God will make his name 
great (12:2), cf. Babel/
Babylon 

•Heb 11:10 “For he was 
looking forward to vthe city 
that has wfoundations, 
xwhose designer and 
builder is God.” 

Abraham



Israel



•Establishment of the 
Tabernacle (Ex 25-31; 
35-40) 

•Solomon builds the temple 
(1 Kings 5-6; 8)

Israel



Source: ESV Study Bible
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•The temple is destroyed in 
586 B.C. 

•The temple is rebuilt after 
the exile.

Decline into Exile



•The prophets looked 
forward to a renewed 
temple/city—future Zion (Is 
2; 4:5; 11; 25:5-6; 65). 

•The Book of Ezekiel

Prophecy



•Jesus ‘tabernacled’ among 
us’ (John 1:14) 

•Jesus was the temple of God 
(John 2:19-21; Heb  
10:19-20) 

•Ripped the curtain of the 
Holy of Holies (Mt 27:5; Heb 
10:19-20) 

•Jesus was the Great High 
Priest of the ultimate temple 
(Heb 9:11-12) 

•Jesus was the final offering 
(John 1:29; Heb 10:10)

Jesus



•The Church is the temple 
of God (1 Cor 3:16; 6:19; 
2Cor 6:16; Eph 2:18-22) 

•Pentecost (Acts 2) 
•The church is a ‘royal 

priesthood’ (1Pet 2:9) 
•Eschatological community

The Church



•Presented against the 
backdrop of Babylon 
(14-18) 

•The city is a cube like the 
Holy of Holies (21:16) 

•The tree of life is there 
•A river flows from it 
•Precious metals - streets are 

pure gold 
•‘I saw no temple’ (21:22) 
•The Glory of God gives it 

its light 
•Nothing accursed

New Creation


