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• The story of a Promise 

• Genesis 1-3 Creation, 
Fall, Redemption 

• The rest of the text is 
the story of how God 
sets about restoring 
what was lost and 
fulfilling His purposes 
in creation



•Gen 12:1-7  

• Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 



• Three core elements to the 
promise 

• (1) people who know God 
(Gen 12:2) 

• (2) A Land of Blessing (Gen 
12:7) 



•Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, 
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep, that you should be prince over 
my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever 
you went and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of 
the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place 
for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And 
violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 
from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 



•12 When your days are fulfilled and you 
lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 
your offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to 
him a father, and he shall be to me a son. 
When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with 
the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my 
steadfast love will not depart from him, 



• Covenantal: Noahic, 
Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, 
Christ 

• The promise of a people who 
know God is continued in all 
covenants- with the promise 
of salvation as the 
overarching narrative



•(1)      What is happening to each element of 
promise at this point in the           story? 

•(2) What does the story tell us about God 
and His rule? 

•(3) How does this section contrast with, 
point to, or illuminate the work of Christ? 

•(4) How does this section give us confidence 

Practical lenses.



  Creation  |  Humanity with God 

Fall  | Humanity alienated 

Abraham | A people promised 

  Israel  | A people set free 

    The promise of God is not fully fulfilled 

    The people of God are not fully faithful 

Into Exile   | A people in captivity  

   Prophecy | A new people, a remnant people 

                             Jesus  | The promise of God is fully fulfilled 

    Jesus is God with us (Emmanuel) 

   The people of God are fully faithful 

Jesus is God’s faithful remnant 

                  The Church    | A new people          

                New Creation  |  A new humanity 



Creation: 
• Genesis 1:12-27, Gen 2:15-23 

(Specifically 2:18)  

• We are created out of God’s love as 
an act of grace.  

• To be known is to be known by an 
other.  



Fall: Humanity 
•Gen 3:6-10 (3:1-22) 

•Self awareness. 

•Self sufficiency. 

•Self-preservation 

•Self destruction. 

•Broken relationships. 



Abraham :  A people 
• Genesis 12:1-3 The Promise 

• Genesis 15:1-6 The Reminder 

• Genesis 17:17-18 The 
Laughter 

• Genesis 18:10-15 Sarah’s 



Israel: a people set 
• Exodus 3: 7-15 

• Exodus 6:2-8 

• God will act because of His 
promise to Abraham 

• God Himself will set the people 
free 



• Israel point forward because 
the promise of God is not 
fully fulfilled. 

• Israel points forward because 
the people of God are not 
fully faithful.



• Idolatry means mediation. 

• Exodus 32-33  

• Moses intercedes on behalf of 
the people  

• God will go before his people 

• The people will know God 
through a mediator 



• Leviticus 

• Atonement through sacrifice 
and mediation of Priests. 
(Lev 1-10; 16) 

• Ritual and moral holiness 
(Lev 11-25)



Decline into Exile: a people in 
•The people of Judah and Israel were as 

numerous as the sand on the seashore; 
they ate, they drank, they were happy. 
(1 Kings 4:20) 

•1 Kings 12 The kingdom divides.  

•Exodus 32:4 Aaron makes a 
golden calf...These are your gods 
who brought you out of Egypt. 



• These are a people who will 
not know God.  They refuse 
God’s offer of friendship.They 
will not be His people. 

• First the Northern Kingdom 
is exiled and lost.  

• The Southern Kingdom is 



• 2 Kings 25-26 The remaining 
people left in Judah 
assassinated the puppet king 
and from the least to greatest, 
with army officers fled to 
Egypt for fear of the 
Babylonians. After all this 
time of freedom and 
nationhood, they are back in 



• A new people. Jeremiah 31: 31-34  a 
new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. He 
will write the covenant on their 
hearts.  

• I will be their God and they will be 
My people.

Prophecy:  A remnant 



Jesus: God with us and 

• In Jesus, the promise of God 
is fully fulfilled-He is God 
with us.  

• In Jesus, the people of God 
are fully faithful-He is God’s 
faithful remnant



• The reality is that the human 
condition is one of self 
awareness, self sufficiency, 
self preservation, and self 
destruction. We have all 
abandoned God. None of us 
has been consistently 
faithful. Israel’s history is our 
history. Through faith in 



• Hebrews 10:10-14 And by 
that will, we have been made 
holy through the sacrifice of 
the body of Jesus Christ, once 
and for all. 

Christ as 



• Jesus represents both sides of 
the Covenant. Jesus is God 
with us and God’s faithful 
people.

The Church:  A new 



The people who know 
• Justification by faith 

• Romans 4:1-3, 23-25 

• Hebrews 11:11-12 

• A nation (church) like no 
other for the sake of the 



New Creation:  A new 
• Revelation 21:1-4 And I 

heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Now the 
dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them. 
They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with 



• There will be no more death, 
no more tears, mourning, 
crying, or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed 
away. 

• Man walks in the garden 
with God again...Knowing 
him face to face. 




