
sharing your story



for we cannot but speak of what we 
have seen and heard.

Acts 4:20



what is your 
testimony? 



life before Christ 
(or before giving Him complete control)

• What was my life like that will relate most to the 
non-Christian? 

•  What did my life revolve around the most?  What 
did I get my security or happiness from?  (The 
non-Christian is relying on something external to 
give him happiness)

• How did those areas begin to let me down?



how I received Christ 
(or gave Him complete control)

• When was the first time I heard the gospel? (Or 
when was I exposed to dynamic Christianity)

• What were my initial reactions?

• When did my attitude begin to turn around?  Why?

• What were the final struggles that went through 
my mind just before I accepted Christ?

• Why did I go ahead and accept Christ?



life after receiving Christ 
(or giving Him complete control) 

• What are some specific changes and illustrations 
about the changes Christ has made?

• Why am I motivated differently?



avoid “Christianese”



“translate” Christianese
• "Repentance" --> "Turning back to God"

• "Sin" --> "My rejection of God"

• "Grace" --> "God's goodness and generosity, in spite of whether or 
not we deserve it"

• "Born again" --> "God changing me from the inside out"

• "Savior and Lord" --> "Forgiver and leader"

• "Faith" --> "Trust"

• "Non-Christians" --> "People who are discovering Jesus for the first 
time," "people who wouldn't describe themselves as Christians."



some words/phrases to be 
careful using

anointed

body of Christ

getting into God’s 
word

the gospel

grace

holy

born again

communion

devotions

conversions

kingdom of God

fellowship

discipleship

lift up in prayer

the flesh

purity

regeneration

testimony

spiritual gifts

repent

salvation

sinner

saved

worship



keep it snappy

• 3 minutes max! 

• 2/3 of all youtube videos aren’t watched past 60 
seconds! 

• write it down and memorize it! 



other final tips
• don’t emphasize sin. “you won’t believe how bad I was”. 

• don’t start with “I grew up in a Christian home or non-
Christian home”

• make sure you are clear that religion hasn’t saved you. 
“I used to be an atheist, but now I am a methodist”. 

• bible verses- sure! But again avoid Christianese. 

• you don’t have to be perfect to show God’s work in your 
life. 



Write a short description of the 
gospel in 30-60 words… 

What do you consider to be the 
essential, non-negotiable parts 

of the gospel message?
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• God is loving ruler of the world. 

• He made the world. 

• He made us rulers of the world 
under him.

Window 1- Creator

Revelation 4:11 
 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,to receive glory and 
honour and power, for you created all things,and by your will 
they were created and have their being.” 



Window 2 - Sin

Romans 3:10-12 
“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who 
understands;there is no one who seeks God. All have turned 
away,they have together become worthless;there is no one 
who does good,not even one.” 

• We all reject the ruler - God - by 
trying to run life our own way 
without him. 

• We choose to live life with God 
out of the picture.



Window 3 - Judgement

Hebrews 9:27 
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgment,

• God won't let us rebel forever 

• God's punishment for rebellion is 
death and judgement



Window 4 - Cross

1 Peter 3:18  
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God. 

• Because of his love, God sent his son 
into the world: the man Jesus Christ. 

• Jesus always lived under God's rule, 
doing everything perfectly. 

• Yet by dying on the cross in our place he 
took our punishment and brought 
forgiveness.



Window 5 - Resurrection 

1 Peter 1:3  
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

• God raised Jesus to life again as 
ruler of the world. 

• Jesus has conquered death, 
now gives new life and will return 
to judge.



Window 6 - Choice

John 3:36 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects 
the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.

A. Our way 
• Reject the ruler - God 

• Try to run life our own way 

Result: 
• Condemned by God 

• Facing death and judgement

B. God's new way 
• Submit to Jesus as our ruler 

• Rely on Jesus' death and 
resurrection 

Result: 
• Forgiven by God 

• Given eternal life
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- 1 Peter 2:22,24 
- Colossians 1:21 
- Romans 3:21,25 

- Luke 9:51 
- 1 Peter 3:18

- 1 Corinthians 15:14 
- Romans 4:25 

- Acts 17:31 
- 1 Peter 1:3

- Philippians 2:12 
- Ezekiel 36:26-27 

- John 3:16 
- John 3:36

- Genesis 1:1 
- Colossians 1:15-17 

- Job 38:4-12 
- Psalms 104:19-24 
- Genesis 1:28-30 
- Revelation 4:11

Cross

Sin Judgement
- Genesis 6:5


- Colossians 1:21

- Romans 3:23


- Ecclesiastes 7:20

- Mark 8:38


- Romans 1:21,28-30

- Genesis 3:16-19

- Romans 3:10-12

- 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 
- Romans 6:23 

- Mark 9:43 
- Psalms 98:8-9 

- Ecclesiastes 12:14 
- Luke 12:2-3 

- Genesis 18:25 
- Hebrews 9:27

Resurrection Choice

2 3

5 6

Two ways to live
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1. God promises the world we all want
The New Creation: God promises the world we all want. We know this 
promise is real because there was a point in history when we glimpsed the 
world we all want (Revelation 21-22 and Mark 5)

2. Jesus shows us God’s new world
Jesus: Jesus had the power to make God’s new world. Shockingly, Jesus said 
it was necessary for him to die so we could enjoy it (Mark 4-5 and Mark 8).

3. We have spoiled God’s good world
Creation and Fall: We have spoiled the good world that God made, but God 
promises someone who will put it right (Genesis 1-3).

4. God promises a new world
Abraham: God promises a people who know God and a land of plenty and 
security (Genesis 12 and 15 and Romans 4).

5. We cannot create God’s new world
Israel: God set his people free and gave them a land of plenty and security, 
but they could not create God’s new world. God promises that he himself 
will put it right (Nehemiah 9 and Ezekiel 36).

6. We can enjoy God’s new world because of Jesus
The Cross: The death of Jesus deals with the problem of rebellion and 
judgement. The resurrection of Jesus is the promise and beginning of God’s 
new world (Mark 15-16).

7. Christians are God’s people waiting for God’s new world
The Church: Christians are God’s new people waiting for God’s new world. 
We become God’s people through faith and repentance (Acts 1-2).


